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Joao da Nova applied for leave to go, which ho, did at intervals
throughout the cruise.

In between these tiffs Albuquerque seems to have had
a good opinion of Joao da Nova, Tie. knew that he was
feeling seriously aggrieved, and, spared him all lie could.
While the fleet was taking in stores at Kurhat, it was Al-
buquerque himself who loaded Joao da Nova's ship for him,
in order that the discontented captain might: fool deeply
injured. " I treated him with much courtesy and love, as
he himself will own after all this has blown over," When,
however, Joao da Nova dropped the hint that, if ho, were
not granted leave to go, he might one day depart without
it, both " courtesy and love " broke clown abruptly. There
was a sharp altercation over the subject at, Muscat. Joao
da Nova was made to swear that ho, would not default.
He gave his oath under compulsion, but signed a written
protest duly filed by the ship's dork.

Outraged feelings had not prevented anyone4, performing
prodigies* of valour in the naval action at OrmuH, despite
alleged unwillingness to fight. Even over the forlross they
had had their enthusiastic moments, as we have* soon, but
that work soon palled. After leaving Ornmsc, Albuquerque
meant to sail for the Red Sea, and the captains thought ho
ought to leave at once,

"Which do you consider more important?" asked their
chief. " To finish this fortress that wo have begun, or to
proceed to Guardafui?" "To go to Guardaftti!" answered
the captains with conviction* Nothing else could bo so im-
portant! But Afonso de Albuquerque went on with his
building as before.

Antonio do Campo, Afonso Lopes da Costa, Francisco de
Tavora and Manuel Teles put their heads together and
drafted a petition which all except Joao da Nova signed.
He did not rightly belong to their squadron, he said, so
although he sympathized, it was really no affair of his.

The petition was a weighty and wordy document. It
urged their captain to abandon profitless vsidetracks and